partners; 128
programs

207 youth-ed programs
participants; 77 field trips;
13 youth-ed programs

21 nonprofits

School field-trip
participants

3,936

44 MatthaeiNichols
nature-based
programs

Visitors to the Arb
(2017)

330,000:

37 interns; 1,321
student volunteers

projects; 35
researchers

Visitors to Matthaei
(2017)

our sites; 44 classes
classes; 42 instructors;

27 faculty and
student research

135,000:

U-M students using

2,142

1800 N.
Dixboro
Rd. enriching life
caring
for nature,
Ann Arbor MI 48105

Robert E. Grese,
Director

2019 member guide
Frank Suárez-Román,
Asst. Director of Annual Giving
fsu@umich.edu

734.615.9475

mbgna.umich.edu

U-M Regents

Jordan B. Acker, Huntington Woods
Michael J. Behm, Grand Blanc
Mark J. Bernstein, Ann Arbor
Paul W. Brown, Ann Arbor
Shauna Ryder Diggs, Grosse Pointe
Denise Ilitch, Bingham Farms
Ron Weiser, Ann Arbor
Katherine E. White, Ann Arbor
Mark S. Schlissel (ex officio)

Printed on 30% recycled fiber.

equal to 7.5 fulltime employees!

1,266

From students to visitors to children, volunteers, U-M faculty, community groups,
and more, we serve a huge number of people and programs. The 2018 numbers:

Matthaei-Nichols
Member Guide

• And much more!

What are we?

strong. Members nurture our mission

your membership sustains our edu-

sustainability. When

understanding of

you participate in our

plants, ecology,

• Huron River
• 123 acres on central campus

membership events or use member

and the role of nature in our lives.

reciprocal benefits shared by botanical

Thank you for being part of our

gardens across the country,

Matthaei-Nichols community!

• 10% off Garden Store
and plant sale purchases

Horner-McLaughlin Woods and Mud Lake Bog contain delicate ecosystems and
are mainly used for research and teaching.
Matthaei: 1800 N. Dixboro Rd., Ann Arbor

• Discounts and pre-sale
opportunities at plant sales

On the cover
University of Michigan student interns in our 2018 Nature Academy program.
The program focuses on training a new generation of environmental leaders in
sustainability, conservation, and ecological restoration. Each summer, dozens of U-M
students from across campus help us achieve our mission and goals while taking
with them real-life experience for their future careers. Your membership dollars
directly support and make possible our student internships.

• Curator’s Tour: reception, tour, and
presentation on special projects and
research at Matthaei-Nichols.
• Director's Circle event: A special
presentation or tour with the director
of Matthaei-Nichols

Tribute gifts offer unique and lasting ways to recognize family, friends,
and events that have touched our lives while also supporting MatthaeiNichols. Single or collective donations can be used for any tribute.

Tribute program highlights:
∞ Name a tree: $2,500*
∞ Name a bench: $5,000-7,500*
∞ Name a space: $7,500+
(e.g., a peony bed)*

tree, bench, or space

Members enjoy a multitude of benefits here & beyond:
• Free parking at Matthaei

scenic natural areas at Matthaei Botanical Gardens or Nichols Arboretum.

∞ Continued maintenance of

Member benefits

• Friends newsletter and
e-news subscriptions

Nichols Arboretum: 1610 Washington Hts., Ann Arbor

Membership impact
a tree, or a space located in one of our display gardens, along a trail, or in

toward a greater

• Alex Dow Field

On your next visit, see the impact of your Matthaei-Nichols membership:

dedicated to caring for nature. And

stewardship, and

• Centennial Shrub Collection

• New steps provide sure footing on
the ridge trail at Nichols Arboretum

belong to a community that is 3,000+

• The Medicinal Garden

• Heathdale - Julie Norris Post
Collection of Ericaceous
and Appalachian Plants

• Internships for more than 35 U-M
students from across campus

2019

Honor a loved one or commemorate a special date with a tribute bench,

efforts that lead many

• The Peony Garden

• New trail with boardwalk along east
side of Fleming Creek Trail at Matthaei
provides safe and dry foot traffic

network of people and organizations

mental enjoyment,

NICHOLS ARBORETUM

• Newly restored mud-play area in
the Gaffield Children's Garden
enriches experience of visiting kids
and family

Gardens & Nichols Arboretum you

• Gaffield Children’s Garden

central campus

• Plants for the Medicinal Garden at
Matthaei, a key mission-related space

Thank you, Nature Academy interns!
you help support and connect to a

• Bonsai & Penjing Garden

• 360 acres, six miles east of

Our tribute program

As a member of Matthaei Botanical

cation and research

three biomes

3,084

Membership: what does it mean?

to promote environ-

• Large conservatory with

Matthaei-Nichols
members

Volunteers;
15,032 hours—
• The Great Lakes Gardens

Non-Profit
Organization
U. S. Postage

MATTHAEI
BOTANICAL GARDENS

PAID

Gardens, Arboretum, Mud Lake Bog, and Horner-McLaughlin Woods.

Ann Arbor, MI
Permit No. 144

different locations operating as one unit within the University of Michigan: the

Date Sensitive Material

Matthaei Botanical Gardens and Nichols Arboretum includes four properties in

• Shakespeare in the Arb ticket
reservations and pre-performance
talk by Shakespeare director
• Member benefits at hundreds of
participating gardens, museums,
and cultural centers across
the country
• Six free passes for youth & family
activity programs throughout
the year

∞ Tax-deductible donation
∞ Digital archive of each tribute
available on Tribute Tracker
database on our website
∞ Anodized aluminum plaque
identifying the name of the
person(s) honored
(*Time limited)

• Benefits are based on membership
level. Visit our website to find the
best membership level for you!
mbgna.umich.edu/support

Questions?
Contact Frank Suárez-Román,
Assst. Dir. of Annual Giving:
fsu@umich.edu, 734.615.9475

2019 events &
programming

MARCH

Peonies Galore Sale Member Hour

Art Exhibit: The Mind Bloom

Sat. & Sun., March 16-17
Orchids and orchid-growing accessories for sale in this annual show that
features displays of orchids in bloom and more. Cosponsored by MatthaeiNichols and the Ann Arbor Orchid Society. Free.



Faerie Door Workshops (2 sessions)

Sat., March 23 (9:30-11 am; 11:30 am-1 pm)
Invite faeries into your home or garden by creating faerie doors decorated
with natural materials. Then visit the conservatory to look for faerie gardens.$



Just Deserts

Fri., March 29, 10 am-noon
Explore the desert house in the conservatory at Matthaei and learn how
plants and animals survive in the desert. Then make a desert garden to
take home. $

APRIL
Art Exhibit: Ancient Mysteries within the Gingers
April 1-May 26
A University of Michigan faculty-led exhibit of CT scans of ginger fossils
reveals the beauty of these structures and their nearly 90-million-year
history. Free.

Sat. & Sun., April 6 & 7:30 pm, conservatory
Kate Mendeloff directs this capstone project of the LSA Drama Major:
Euripides' play about the myth of King Pentheus of Thebes and his mother
Agave, who are punished by the god Dionysus (also known as Bacchus) for
refusing to worship him. Free; limited seating.



Super Seeds!

Sat., April 6, 10 am-noon
Explore how to care for and grow seeds, and make a seed pot to take
home. $

MAY
Mother’s Day Weekend
Plant Sale Member Hour
Sat., May 11, 9-10 am
Member benefit: 20% discount
at members-only pre-sale.

Sales

Mother’s Day Weekend
Plant Sale
Sat. & Sun., May 11 & 12, 10 am-4:30 pm
Hanging basket and container plantings—perfect for Mom!—grown
and designed on-site by staff and volunteers. All proceeds benefit
Matthaei-Nichols.

Spring Artists Market
Sat., May 11, 9 am-4:30 pm
Local artisans and craftspeople offer their unique items for sale
in the auditorium at Matthaei. A great opportunity to discover the
perfect, one-of-a-kind gift for Mom. (No member discount on
merchandise.)

Kitchen Favorites Sale Member Hour
Sat., May 18, 9-10 am
Member benefit: 20% discount at members-only pre-sale.

Indicates events at Nichols

 Family/kids program
Member benefit applies

$ Fee-based program

Bonsai in Bloom: Satsuki Azalea

Kitchen Favorites Sale: A Campus Farm and
U-M Sustainable Food Program Fundraiser
Sat. & Sun., May 18 & 19, 10 am-4:30 pm
A sale of heirloom vegetables and herbs grown by U-M student
Campus Farm volunteers. Proceeds benefit Campus Farm. Plus,
Herb Study Group on hand with herb samples and information on
growing herbs.

JUNE
 Children's Nature Play Pop-Up Programs
Monday mornings 10-11:30 am and second Sundays 3-4:40 pm,
June-August, Gaffield Children's Garden
Free outdoor hands-on activities for children. Look for more information and
a list of programs in our spring-summer newsletter. Free. Visit our website
or Facebook page for details (mbgna.umich.edu) as well as information on
other summer activities for kids.

Fall
Sale

Sat., Oct. 5, 9-10 am
Member benefit: 20% discount at members-only pre-sale.

Sat., June 1, 10 am
Bring some vintage beauty to your garden with our heirloom
varieties of peonies. Sale held adjacent to the historic Nichols
Arboretum Peony Garden. Plants sell out quickly; arrive early!

Wildflowers & Native Plants Sale
Sat. & Sun., Oct. 5 & 6, 10 am-4:30 pm
A sale of native herbaceous and woody plants, many grown at
Matthaei Botanical Gardens by staff and volunteers. A local nursery
will also be on hand with woody plants.

Early June
A display of satsuki azalea bonsai in bloom. Includes bonsai workshops. The
satsuki azalea are on loan from Ohio collector and U-M alumnus Dr. Melvyn
Goldstein. Details TBA in our print and digital newsletters. Member benefit:
Discount on workshops.

Harvest Festival at the Campus Farm

Art Exhibit: Artists at Work

Two evenings: Fri., Oct. 18 & Sat., Oct. 19
An after-hours, family-friendly Halloween celebration. A ticketed event;
member discounts apply. Ticket information available in September.
Member benefit: Ticket discount. $

June 3-July 28
Art in a variety of media by Matthaei-Nichols staff and volunteers. Free.

Nichols Arboretum Peony Garden Season
Memorial Day through mid-June (approximate time)
The largest collection of heirloom peonies in North
America comes alive in spring with as many
as 10,000 blooms at peak. Visit our dedicated
peony website for bloom updates as the season
progresses, beginning mid-May:
peony.mbgna.umich.edu. Free.

Peony Blossoms & Pure Melodies
Sun., June 2, 2 pm (rain date: June 9)
A concert featuring Chinese flower songs performed by local musicians.
Sponsored by the U-M Confucius Institute & Matthaei-Nichols. Free.

Shakespeare in the Arb: Twelfth Night
Thurs.-Sun., June 6-9; 13-16; 20-23, 6:30 pm
Shakespeare’s story of love and identity, mistaken and otherwise, brims with
some of the bard’s most well-loved speeches and songs. Directed by Kate
Mendeloff, Graham Atkin, and Carol Gray. Member benefit: Ticket discount
and reservations. $



School’s Out! Summer Safari

Wed., June 26, 10am-12noon
Summertime is here and we’re ready to hit the trails. Go on a guided safari
and explore the trails of Matthaei. Learn about the plants and animals that call
southeastern Michigan home. Make a safari notebook to take along
and sketch what you find.

JULY-AUGUST

Spring

Wildflowers & Native Plants Sale
Member Hour

Sales

Peonies Galore Sale

Ann Arbor Orchid Society Show & Sale

U-M Residential College Student Performance:
The Bacchae, by Euripides

Indicates events at Matthaei

Sat., June 1, 9-10 am
Member benefit: 10% discount at members-only pre-sale.

Through March 24
Forty abstract nature-inspired paintings by artist Jennifer Farina incorporate
poetry and image to explore the rhythms of nature and our place within it.
Free.

OCTOBER

Spring

 Things with Wings
Sun., July 28, 1-4 pm
A family-friendly program celebrating our winged
friends. Featuring crafts, face-painting, butterflies,
birds of prey, and more. Free.

Ann Arbor Bonsai Society Show & Sale
Sat. & Sun., Aug. 24 & 25
A large display of bonsai, bonsai demos, bonsai accessories and materials,
and more. $3 admission per adult (12 and under free) payable at the door. $

SEPTEMBER
Art Exhibit: At the Pace of Nature
Sept. 14-Nov. 18
A display of original works from the Chicago Korean American Art
Association featuring artists Sung Eun Hong, Seong Ok Lee, and
U-M alumna and former U-M art instructor Linda Hyong. Free.

Sun., Sept. 29, 1-4 pm
Join Campus Farm student volunteers and folks from the U-M Sustainable
Food Program for an afternoon of food, music, and celebration.



Pumpkins, Lanterns, & Leaves

Zombie Run - Run for the Arb, Run for Your Life!
Fri., Oct. 25
Nichols Arboretum is an obstacle course of marauding zombies in this 5K
run/walk over the Arb's trails. Can you survive to the finish line? Registration
begins summer 2019. Member benefit: Registration discount. $

NOVEMBER


Kids Are Chefs, Too! Oh My, Time for Pie!

Sat., Nov. 9, 10 am-noon
According to the American Pie Council, pies have been around since the
days of ancient Egypt! Thanksgiving dinners almost require pie. Explore the
origins of pie and different pie ingredients made with plants from around the
world. Make a delicious pie filling and learn to make a simple hand-pie to
bake at home and share with a friend. $

Holiday Exhibit: Small: A Big Look at Little
Nov. 23, 2017–Jan 5, 2019 (closed Christmas Eve, Christmas,
and New Year’s Eve. Open New Year’s day)
Our holiday exhibit features small things that make a big difference. From
bonsai to terrariums to viewing stones, tiny plants and natural objects
recreate the natural world in miniature and conjure new ways of looking at
nature. Free.

Holiday Art Exhibit
Nov. 23, 2017–Jan. 5, 2018
A display of art created by U-M students, faculty and staff, and members of
the local community. Stay tuned for exhibit details later this year. Free.

DECEMBER
Holiday Artists Market
Sun., Dec. 1, 10 am-4:30 pm
Dozens of local artists as well as U-M students and staff are selling their
high-quality crafts and art. No member discount on merchandise. Free.



Winter Greens Workshop for Kids

Sat., Dec. 7, 10 am-noon
Our annual winter greens workshop is fun for the whole family! The
holiday exhibit, "Small" A Big Look at Little," inspires the theme of the family
winter greens workshop. Look for more info in our fall newsletter, e-news,
and social media. $

 Father Christmas
Sat., Dec. 14, noon-2 pm
The annual visit by the real McCoy, Father Christmas. In town for one
day only. Free.

Cactus & Succulent Society Exotic Plant Sale
Sat. & Sun., Sept. 14 & 15, 10 am-4:30 pm
Cactus, succulents, bromeliads, supplies, books, and art prints for
sale. Presenter: MI Cactus & Succulent Soc. and SE Michigan Bromeliad
Soc. Free.

The Botanical Gardens visitor center, conservatory, and display
gardens are open daily fall and winter 10 am-4:30 pm; until 8
pm on Wednesdays. Trails are open dawn to dusk. Spring and
summer, Matthaei is open 10 am-8 pm daily. Nichols Arboretum
is open daily dawn until dusk. Admission to both properties is
free. Matthaei is closed Thanksgiving day, Christmas Eve and day,
and New Year’s Eve.

Matthaei Botanical
Gardens
1800 N. Dixboro Rd.
Ann Arbor, MI

Nichols Arboretum
1610 Washington Hts.
Ann Arbor, MI

Learn more!
Visit us on our website:
mbgna.umich.edu
Facebook
@mbgna
Instagram
@matthaeinichols
Or sign up on our website
for our free e-newsletter

734.647.7600
mbgna.umich.edu

