Guide to Your
Adventure Walk
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Are you ready to search for some
Michigan plants and animals? Grab
your backpack, or borrow one from the
garden store, and let’s get started!
On this hike you will see many things,
but don’t pick up any snakes or other
animals!
This walk will take approximately 30
minutes to complete.
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First, check out the pockets of your backpack. Did you find
some interesting nature items? Use your magnifying lens to get
a closer look. When you leave the building, go down the steps
and turn right to get on the trail.

1 ROCK BENCH
Along the way you will see a rock bench to your right. Use your
magnifying lens to look up close at the colorful crusty lichens
living on the surface of the rock. Next, walk to the bridge.

2 THE BRIDGE OVER THE POND
Stop, look, and listen!
• Look for turtles on logs.
• Look for ducks swimming or tipping up to eat plants underwater.
• Look and listen for frogs on the edge of the pond.
• Look deep into the water for fish or tadpoles or dragonfly nymphs.
• Look for insects in the air. Dragonflies? Butterflies?
• Listen for birds singing.
Take out your binoculars. What can you see?
What did you find? Use your animal checklist
to keep track of all the things you saw or heard.
Keep walking on the bridge until you come to…

3 THE CREEK UNDER THE BRIDGE
Stop, look, and listen again!
• Look for fish in the water.
• Look for crayfish walking on the bottom.
• Look for water striders skating on top of the water.
Take out your plumb line.
• Put it around your wrist and drop it slowly into the
water just until the weight at the end of the string
touches the creek bottom.
• How many knots along the string went underwater?
• Which is deeper, the creek or the pond?
Did you find any more animals? Add them to your
checklist!
Step off the bridge and follow the trail.

4 ALONG THE TRAIL
Collect three leaves with different shapes. But not these!
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Are there holes or wiggly lines in the leaves? These
are clues that insects have used the leaves for food
or shelter. Are any of them fuzzy? Little hairs may
keep bugs away. Study them with your magnifying
lens.
Next, keep walking until you come to....

5 THE GREEN ROOF TRAIL KIOSK
Look at the roof. Why are there plants on top?
Walk into the kiosk. Can you find any of these things?
• Spiders
• Insect or spider eggs
• Cocoons
• Carpenter bee holes
Use your binoculars to look up and down the stream behind the kiosk. Are
there any animal tracks on the muddy banks of the stream? Use your tracks
identification cards to figure out which ones.
Can you find an abandoned bald-faced hornets’ nest?
Take out your compass. Let the red tip of the needle point to the N. That
direction is north. Hold the compass still and use your eyes to look in the
direction that points SW (southwest). Take the path that heads southwest.

6 WETLAND POND OVERLOOK DECK
Stop, look, and listen. Add any new animals to your checklist.
Look for spider webs on the railing. Take out your spider web card and try
to identify the webs you see. Do you see any spiders? Use your magnifying
lens to get a closer look. Be careful not to hurt the spiders or their webs!
So many leaves! The plants around you like to live near water. Take out your
plant identification card and try to find leaves that match these pictures. You
can even use your binoculars to help you.
• Long and narrow – Willow
• A perfect place to sit – Lily pad
• The tiniest plant – Duckweed

• Waving in the breeze – Cottonwood
• A leaf with many points – Sycamore

Turn around and walk back to the pagoda.

Take out your compass
when you reach the pagoda. Let the red tip of the needle point to the
N (north). Now take the trail that heads northeast (NE). When you see a small deck, sneak up
quietly. You might see a muskrat or a frog or a duck!

7 FLEMING CREEK OVERLOOK DECK
Who lives along a creek? Look for signs of animals using the creek. This large creek is one of
the cleanest ones in Washtenaw County. Are there any tracks in the muddy banks of the creek?
How fast is the creek flowing? Drop a small stick or leaf into the water and use your stopwatch
to see how fast it moves from one end of the deck to the other.

Take out your compass.

Let the needle point to N again. Which direction is the creek flowing?

Take out your visitor guide with the trail map. What river is this creek going to?
Then turn around and look behind you.

POISON IVY!
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Find the big Bur Oak tree near the deck.
It has a sign near it.
Can you see leaves with two different
shapes on this tree? One is a bur oak
leaf. The other is from a vine climbing up
the oak tree.
Study the pictures to the side.
Learn how to recognize poison ivy leaves.
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CONGRATULATIONS!
You have successfully completed the Adventure Walk. What’s next?
Here are some choices. (Use your trail map to find your way.)
• Continue walking on this trail to waterfalls, a woodland garden
and more. This is the Sam Graham Trees Trail on your map.
• Go back toward the conservatory building and to the large pond
across the road to take the Sue Reichert Discovery trial – a loop
with a bridge, sundial, and more.
• Go to the Children’s Garden behind the building.
• Explore some of the flower displays around the building and look
for butterflies.

Remember to return your backpack to the front desk!

