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University of Michigan founders envisioned a center 

of learning that would offer a truly “uncommon 

education.” Over time, that vision was 

achieved by leaders who understood that a 

great university is founded upon academic 

excellence, museums, libraries, and spaces 

like the botanical gardens and arboretum 

that support the university’s mission of 

education, research, and service. 

As an integral part of campus, Matthaei 

Botanical Gardens and Nichols Arboretum today 

enrich and complete the university. Our 

unique properties are transformative places 

where students, faculty, and members of the 

community can connect with and learn from 

nature. They extend the work of U-M’s classrooms, 

laboratories, and performance spaces.

 Both the botanical gardens and the Arb function as living 

museums for thousands of rare and native plant species. For faculty, 

our habitats and greenhouses are an ideal venue for conducting 

research on climate change, the role of nature in stress reduction, and 

a host of other environmental issues.

 For students across campus, we inspire tomorrow’s writers, 

artists, and designers and our living laboratories provide biologists 

and environmentalists a place to study plants, wildlife, local 

ecosystems, and ecological restoration and management. 

 At the Campus Farm, student volunteers work to develop 

a sustainable organic food program. They’re partnering with 

local nonprofits and businesses to distribute fresh produce, create 

imaginative new food products, and test environmentally friendly 

gardening practices and engineering technologies.

 And as they have for generations, thousands of U-M students 

seek out our spaces to relax, recharge, and rebalance—by walking, 

running, studying, meditating, even playing “Quidditch” matches in 

the Arb’s Main Valley.

 

 We bring University resources to the community, as well. 

Through our long-standing partnership with the Residential College 

to produce Shakespeare in the Arb and our collaborations with the 

Turner Geriatric Center, the Center for Chinese Studies, History of 

Art, and others, area residents enjoy public concerts, art exhibits, 

lectures, and community celebrations in glorious outdoor settings. 

They experience nature through our trails and vibrant gardens, often 

guided by docents, ecologists, and educators. As volunteers, they learn 

how to support our urban forests, gardens, and natural areas and how 

to restore integrity to natural habitats. 

 For children, our gardens and arboretum are a desperately 

needed dose of nature in an increasingly digital culture. Each year, 

thousands of k–12 schoolchildren who visit us for field trips and 

educational programs experience the natural world and advance the 

eco-literacy they’ll need as tomorrow’s citizens. 

 On campus, in the community, and beyond we’re helping 

to build a public that cares about nature, the environment, and the 

University of Michigan.

Left: Matthaei Botanical Gardens & Nichols Arboretum are home to thousands of 
native trees, some of them hundreds of years old. A student project several years 
ago identified many of these “grandfather trees,” one of which is a 225-year-old bur 
oak (Quercus macrocarpa) in the Great Lakes Gardens at Matthaei that has provided 
generations of birds and insects food and shelter. Pictured is a bur oak leaf.

Two hundred years ago,

Preceding pages: The Marilyn Bland prairie at Matthaei (planted in the 1970s) glows 
under a late-summer sun. We seek to preserve and restore prairies on our properties. 
Once common in North America, prairies supported vast numbers of creatures and plant 
life. Today these rare ecosystems need our protection.



Our environmental mission is urgent. As part of a great 

public university, we transform lives while actively 

conserving nature. With the help of over 2,500 members 

and 1,400 volunteers, we steward the gardens and woodlands. 

Just last year we opened two major new gardens while attracting 

competitive, multi-year funding from the National Fish and Wildlife 

Foundation and the Institute of Museum and Library Services. 

Increasingly, however, we find ourselves bumping up against  

a “green ceiling” in our quest to support the University’s mission.

We’re committed to providing abundant field-based learning 

and work opportunities and research facilities for faculty and 

students at the University. Such resources are critical in addressing 

many of today’s most serious environmental challenges. Yet our 

ability to attract classes, offer student internships, and host research 

projects is often limited by available transportation from campus, 

aging facilities, and our existing funding. As a result, our land and 

water ecosystems—home to approximately 20 percent of Michigan’s 

native flora and to several key endangered plant and wildlife 

species—are rich in unrealized research and teaching opportunities. 

The Campus Farm, for example, will require continued 

site improvements and consistent management to reach its full 

potential. Our acclaimed gardens and plant collections—the Gaffield 

Children’s Garden, Peony Garden, Great Lakes Gardens, and Bonsai 

and Penjing Garden—are heavily used and demand increasing care.  

After more than 100 years of daily use, the Arboretum needs  

large-scale restoration and replenishment. 

Challenges and Opportunities: Breaking Through the Green Ceiling

Left: The 80-year-old American agave (Agave americana) in the conservatory at Matthaei Botanical Gardens began  
a nearly four-month blooming odyssey in late April 2014. Alfred Whiting, a grad student in the U-M botany depart-
ment, collected the agave in Mexico in 1934. The agave—which inexplicably waited 80 years to bloom—illustrates 
the importance of our historical plant collections and how they continue to enchant the public and intrigue the plant 
experts with their amazing feats of botanical prowess. Right: a close-up view of the agave’s blooming flowers.







Matthaei Botanical Gardens and Nichols Arboretum are 

priceless legacies entrusted to the care of the University. 

We are determined to protect and enhance this legacy for 

future generations of students, faculty, and community members.

With the help of generous supporters who care about the natural 

world and share our vision, we’re pursuing a strategy of preservation 

and growth that will require support for the following initiatives:

Internships  $1,250,000

The 30-plus student interns who join our “nature academy” each 

summer work side by side with staff to gain intensive professional 

experience in horticulture, environmental education, curation of 

collections, and natural-areas management. They are immensely 

productive, and by summer’s end such daily, hands-on exposure  

has profoundly deepened their understanding of environmental 

complexities. They treasure their time in our woods and the gardens. 

They care, and they are equipped to make a difference.  

 Our interns are drawn from across the University of 

Michigan, and the demand for summer internships continues to 

grow. Roughly half of these positions have been made possible 

through special one-time funding and are likely to disappear 

without new, stable sources of revenue. 

 Annual and endowed support will enable us to provide 

internship opportunities to more students and provide productive 

support to our staff. 

 

Campaign Priorities: Protecting, Preserving 
and Enhancing the University’s Unique Properties

Left: The Nichols Arboretum Peony Garden is the largest collection of heirloom peonies in North 
America. Each spring, nearly 10,000 blooms in shades of white, pink, and red unfold in this garden, 
whose original specimens were donated by William E. Upjohn in 1922 from his extensive collection 
of peonies. Some of the plants are still growing in the same location they were planted nearly 100 
years ago. Pictured: Peony ‘Duc de Wellington,’ introduced in 1905. Preceding pages: A view of the 
Heathdale in Nichols Arboretum. This area features the Julie Norris Post Heathdale Collection, with 
several species in the heath family including azaleas, rhododendron, and mountain laurel as well  
as woody plants often found in the Appalachians.

Top: Summer interns presenting their projects at the 2014 Open House last August. Interns are  
key to Matthaei-Nichols’ mission. Each summer, our immersive internships give students hands-on 
experience they can take into the real world as the next generation of environmental stewards.
Lower left: Intern Joel Klann, left, discusses his project with Matthaei-Nichols director Bob Grese.
Lower right: Interns trek through Mud Lake Bog, one of our four properties.



Field study and research  $1,000,000

Matthaei Botanical Gardens & Nichols Arboretum exemplify 

the long-standing tradition of field teaching at the U-M. 

Our properties offer unique opportunities for studying natural 

phenomena, and at any given time as many as 15 faculty research 

projects are underway here. This is an extraordinarily important 

part of our mission and our commitment to the U-M academic 

community. However, our ability to host faculty research is  

limited, often severely, by outdated facilities. Built in the 1960s,  

our greenhouses lack the specialized lighting and advanced 

equipment needed for simulating climate changes and other  

natural phenomena. As a result, faculty are being forced to  

curtail their research or seek other venues.

In addition, although students from Ecology and Evolutionary 

Biology (EEB), School of Natural Resources and Environment 

(SNRE), Engineering and other units are eager to use our facilities 

and properties for research and field studies, we lack sufficient 

support to oversee and coordinate those projects. We also require 

sustainable funding to underwrite student transportation costs to 

and from the botanical gardens.

A Field Study and Research Fund of $1 million will enable 

us to provide student research awards, underwrite class field trips, 

implement modest facility upgrades, and provide more robust 

research opportunities for faculty and students.

Above: Plastic tubes in a greenhouse at Matthaei hold samples of plants in this study of genetics 
and herbicide resistance in morning glories conducted by Regina Baucom, an assistant professor in 
the department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology at the School of Literature Science and the Arts. 
Top right: Matthaei Botanical Gardens is home to a healthy and well-studied population of eastern 
massasauga rattlesnakes (Sistrurus catenatus). Other rare creatures live here, too, like this Blanding’s 
turtle (Emys blandingii). Lower right: Bob Grese, Matthaei-Nichols director and Professor and 
Theodore Roosevelt Chair of Ecosystem Management in the School of Natural Resources and 
Environment, conducts a class in landscape architecture in Radrick Fen at Matthaei.



Campus Farm   $600,000

The Campus Farm has evolved into a centerpiece of the 

University of Michigan Sustainable Food Program, with 

connections to a strong community-based network around 

sustainable food production. We envision the farm as an educational 

center that allows students to gain hands-on experience in organic 

food production. Ultimately, we anticipate the farm will serve as a 

model for other universities as well as small communities seeking  

to establish sustainable food systems.

Today the farm is a center of activity and innovation. 

Experiments are underway to supply produce to area businesses, 

food networks, and the Campus Farm Market. Inspired by their 

experience at our facility, a number of student volunteers are now 

serving as interns on local organic farms or partnering with local 

food organizations and non-profits to test and demonstrate  

models of food security.

To achieve its full potential the Campus Farm will  

require continued site improvements and a professional  

farm manager to work with students.

Farm managers are working with a local business to 
create a new product called “Leaders & Beets” that 
uses produce from the farm. They plan on selling 
the pickled beets in U-go’s, the University stores that 
feature locally made products and organic foods.



Garden and collection-specific endowments 
for the Peony Garden, Bonsai and Penjing 
Collection, Great Lakes Gardens, and  
Gaffield Children’s Garden   $3,650,000

The North American Plant Collections Consortium (NAPCC) 

describes Matthaei-Nichols as “among a prestigious group 

of gardens and arboreta that have committed themselves to the 

conservation and care of specific plant collections curated at the 

highest professional level.” Fulfilling that promise will require 

sustainable and secure funding for the maintenance and continued 

development of our signature spaces:

Peony Garden  Our primary challenge is to maintain the integrity 

of this historic collection, which will celebrate 100 years in 2022. 

We’re planting a related collection of tree peonies as a backdrop, and 

we’ve built a website specifically for the garden. Ultimately, we aim 

to create educational exchange programs with institutions in China, 

Japan, and Korea related to peony culture.

Great Lakes Gardens  These distinctive gardens—which represent 

major Great Lakes ecosystems such as coastal habitats, woodlands, 

prairies, and oak openings—require ongoing, intensive care and 

maintenance, periodic restoration of plantings, and careful long-

term planning.

Bonsai and Penjing 
Collection  Our collection 

is extensive and increasingly 

prestigious. We are seeking 

funds to ensure the skilled care 

the collection requires. We also 

plan to develop educational 

programs that highlight 

related cultural traditions.

Gaffield Children’s Garden  
We will continue to develop 

all the imaginative spaces that 

enchant children and their families. These include a sensory garden 

of fragrances and textures, a builders’ garden children can use for 

their own creations, an art wall and art gallery garden, a fairy and 

troll garden, a maze, an animal habitats hiking trail, a simulated 

stream, and an amphitheater. We also seek funding to construct a 

hands-on musical installation designed by Professor Michael Gould 

of the School of Music, Theatre and Dance, along with an accessible 

tree house.

Second Century Fund   $500,000

Our beautiful properties are aging. Nichols Arboretum 

celebrated its 100th birthday in 2007. In 2012, Matthaei 

Botanical Gardens marked 50 years since its dedication.

A fully funded Second Century Fund will ensure that we can 

replenish collections of plants, replace old and dying trees in the Arb, 

and support ongoing maintenance essential to the University’s living 

treasures. Through a mix of annual support and endowment, we will 

also develop informative, effective signage along with educational 

programming for students, faculty and the wider community.

 

Right: A lakeside daisy (Tetraneuris herbacea) blooming in the Great Lakes Gardens at Matthaei. 
This rare plant is native to the Great Lakes region and grows in just a few areas. Recreating the 
daisy’s natural habitat—alvar, a rocky limestone pavement—the Great Lakes Gardens help protect 
and preserve the daisy, a plant few people might encounter in nature.

Above: Bonsai plants require ongoing care to thrive. 
Here, volunteer Bill Sloan assists staff member 
Carmen Leskoviansky as she works on one of the 
trees in the Matthaei-Nichols collection during a 
demonstration in the Bonsai & Penjing Garden.







R estful retreats… Open-air classrooms… Living laboratories…  

Active research facilities… Innovative centers of 

environmental education… Unique venues for the visual and 

performing arts… Must-see destinations for nature lovers near and 

far… Playgrounds for children and families… A model for localized 

food production… We are all these things and more.

For over 100 years, legacy green spaces have been an integral 

part of the University of Michigan, helping to further its mission of 

discovery, education, and service to the wider world. 

Your Opportunity to Share in This Important Work

As the path to our second century opens before us we’re 

reaching out to everyone who has experienced these remarkable 

properties—to people who cherish memories of these gardens  

and woodlands, who care about the environment, and who want  

to ensure that future generations can use and enjoy these beautiful  

and important natural spaces. 

This is your opportunity to help preserve, protect, and  

enhance our spaces and the living treasures they hold for today  

and for generations to come. We invite you to join us in this  

exciting and essential endeavor. 

Left: U-M students and faculty regularly turn to the botanical gardens and the Arb as places 
to conduct experiments in art, design, and engineering and as venues for thought-provoking 
projects. Shadow Pavilion, pictured here, was a temporary experimental installation by U-M 
Taubman College professor Karl Daubmann that used computer-generated architectural forms 
inspired by organic models. This award-winning botanical-inspired structure was designed 
for the overlook on the Sam Graham Trees Trail at Matthaei. Right, clockwise from top left: 
Children playing in the Gaffield Children’s Garden; visitors enjoying a walk through Nichols 
Arboretum; a scene from Shakespeare in the Arb performed in the amphitheater near Dow 
Prairie. Preceding pages: A view of the conservatory, Alexandra Hicks Herb Knot Garden,  
Great Lakes Gardens, and perennial garden at Matthaei Botanical Gardens.

CARING FOR NATURE, ENRICHING LIFE



Left, clockwise from top left: The Nichols Arboretum Peony Garden in full bloom; art 
students sketching during a class conducted in the conservatory at Matthaei; curator 
David Michener instructs a group of volunteer garden ambassadors getting ready for 
peony season. On the cover: a panoramic view of the Gateway Garden at Matthaei. 
Planted with many New World annual and perennial species, the Gateway Garden 
blazes to life in July and through the first frost. This garden attracts bees and other pol-
linators, birds, and of course thousands of visitors who enjoy its vivid summer palette.

This report was printed using vegetable-based inks on paper which is FSC certified, 
manufactured from 100% post-consumer waste using biogas energy, and is elemental 
chlorine free.

MATTHAEI BOTANICAL GARDENS
AND NICHOLS ARBORETUM

Regents of the University of Michigan

Mark J. Bernstein 
Ann Arbor

Julia Donovan Darlow 
Ann Arbor

Lawrence B. Deitch 
Bloomfield Hills

Shauna Ryder Diggs 
Grosse Pointe

Denise Illitch 
Bingham Farms

Andrea Fischer Newman 
Ann Arbor

Andrew C. Richner 
Grosse Pointe Park

Katherine E. White 
Ann Arbor

Mark S. Schlissel  
(ex officio)

© 2014 Regents of the University of Michigan

Matthaei Botanical Gardens
1800 N. Dixboro Rd.
Ann Arbor MI 48105

Nichols Arboretum
1610 Washington Hts.
Ann Arbor, MI 48109

Robert E. Grese 
Director

Karen Sikkenga 
Associate Director

Joseph Mooney 
Editor

Savitski Design 
Graphic Design

For information:
734.647.7600
mbgna.umich.edu



MATTHAEI BOTANICAL GARDENS
AND NICHOLS ARBORETUM

1800 N. Dixboro Rd.
Ann Arbor MI 48105



Cumulative Lifetime Supporters
(over $100,000)
Robert and Marge Alpern
The Andrah Foundation
Anonymous 
Sally and Ian Bund
DTE Foundation
Ford Motor Company
Thomas and Jeanette Gaffield
Ingrid and Donald Graham
The Graham Foundation
The Matthaei Family
The Nash Family
The Post Family
The Reader Family
Rudolph E. Reichert, Jr.
Wilkinson Foundation

Endowments
Winifred B. Chase Fellowship
William D. Drake Fund
Jean A. Forrest Endowment Fund
Elizabeth Needham Graham  

Internship
Great Lakes Gardens Endowment
Carol Holbrook Memorial Fund
Nanette R. LaCross Fund
John and Margaret Laird Fund
MBGNA Fund

Mildred Hague Matthaei Fund
Jerry and Rhona Meislik Bonsai Fund
Harrison L. Morton Fund
Natural Areas Fund
Geoffrey and Marian Norman
    Memorial Fund
Julie Norris Post Fund
Research Endowment Fund
Frances H. Seevers Bonsai Fund
W.E. Upjohn Peony Garden Fund
Woman’s National Farm and Garden 

Association, Inc., Michigan  
Division, Internship Fund

Planned Giving and Bequest Donors
Ann Abdoo
Anonymous 
Carol L. Brandon
Donald and Kathy Duquette
Elizabeth and Gary Elling
Jean Forrest
Mary Sue Grant
John and Martha Hicks
Rebecca Horvath
Nancy and Robert Kauffman
Mori and Cedric Richner
Sally Rutzky
Bill and Sheila Sikkenga
Lois A. Theis
Joan and Jon Wolf

Estate Gifts Received
Herbert E. Sloan, Jr.

25,000–99,999
Anonymous
Martha Parfet

10,000–24,999
Marjorie Alpern
Ann Arbor Branch, Woman’s National 

Farm & Garden Association, Inc.
Anonymous
Dr. Martin A. and  

Professor Emeritus Paula Piehl
Bertram and Elaine Pitt

1,000–9,999
Ann Abdoo
Anonymous
Doris Asher
Bruce Baker
David Baker
Burton and Lenora Barnes
John and June Bassett
Battelle
Robert Beckley and Jytte Dinesen
Big Sky Bonsai Society
Brent Coy
Ariel Dempsey

Hal and Donna Estry
Marcia Fetters
Robert and Susan Grese
Gwenda Guthrie
Daniel and Jane Hayes
William Hillegas and  

Kathleen Branson-Hillegas
Joe Howard
Terry Howell and Pary Reza
In Our Backyards, Inc.
Nellie Jakary
Stephen and Rachel Kaplan
Masato and Koko Koreeda
Scott Kunst, Old House Gardens
John and Margaret Laird
Dorothy Lieffers
Margo and Christopher Light
Mary Duchi
Richard and Elizabeth McLeary
George and Eathel Mendenhall
Stanley and Robin Mendenhall
Stephen and Ann Norman
Lawrence and Phillipa Portnoy
Richard Raffaelli
Rudolph Reichert
Mori and Cedric Richner
Tim and Nancy Schafer
Mary and Henry von Schreiner
Thomas and Anne Segall

Karen Sikkenga and Richard Rickman
Cassie and Edward Starback
United Way of Southeastern Michigan
Clayton and Ann Wilhite
Sylvia Wong

500–999
Peggy Behrendt
Jonathan and Trudy Bulkley
Alice Cohen
Janice Cross
James and Anne Duderstadt
Brewster and Anne Gere
Melvyn Goldstein
Bobby Hainline
Craig Hammerberg
Steven and Sheila Hamp
Robert and Elizabeth Herbst
Jean Holland
Marianne James
Kent and Mary Johnson
Andrew and Fern Keimach
Richard and Myra Klarman
Roberta Knox
Larry and Rowena Matthews
Jerry and Rhona Meislik
Brownson and Betty Murray
Arthur and Ramona Pancioli
Philip and Kathy Power
John and Marilyn Rintamaki

Donors at the $250 

and above level for 

fiscal year 2014  

(July 1, 2013–June 30, 2014); 

cumulative lifetime supporters, 

endowments, estate gifts,  

and planned giving and 

bequests; and those honored 

or memorialized with gifts  

at the $250 and above level.

Annual Report
Fiscal Year 2014

MATTHAEI BOTANICAL GARDENS
AND NICHOLS ARBORETUM



Andrew and Amy Shepherd
William and Sheila Sikkenga
James and Sharon Smith
Jennifer Poteat and Michael Staebler
Stephen Stefanac and Sherry Cogswell
Arthur Tai and Joan Keiser
Marianne Udow-Phillips and  

William Phillips
Peter and Carol Walters
John and Jerry Weidenbach
Gabriel Weinreich
Kenneth Wisinski and Linda Dintenfass

250–499
Nicole Adelman and Mike Appel
Barbara and Michael Anderson
Gregg and Kelly Jo Anderson
Anonymous
David Bach and Jill Latta
Gwendolyn Ball
Jesse and Juanita Christian
Howard and Anne Cooper
Teresa D’Arms
Richard and Jo Ann Dionne
Wallace and Marlene Donoghue
Richard and Deanna Dorner
Thomas and Janet Fisher
Nancy and J. A. Frost
Deborah Graham

Martha and Phillip Gray
Daniel and Norma Green
Sondra Moore Gunn
Keturah Haab
Randall and Janice Harvey
Robert Heroux and Cathy Susan
John and Martha Hicks
Che and Teresa Huang
Lawrence Jones
Mark and Madolyn Kaminski
C. William and Carol Kauffman
Gregory Keoleian and Liz Glynn
David and Celia Larsen
Jerald and Sandra Lehman
Carol Loveland-Cherry and  

Peter Cherry
Marina Mata and David Fink
Martha Mayo and Irwin Goldstein
THE MOSAIC FOUNDATION of  

Rita and Peter Heydon
Donald and Ann Munro
Sarah Newman
Pfizer, Inc.
Marilyn Pobanz and Art Kitze
Pamela A. Raymond and Stephen Ernst
John and Linda Remsberg
Carrie Bachman Riedeman
Richard and Patricia Robertson
Mary Roby

Mark and Jo Ellen Roseman
Richard and Norma Sarns
Sara and Brian Schneidewind
Lawrence and Gail Sharley
Thomas & Jean Shope
Phillip and Susan Smith
Textron
David and Karen Lena Ufer
Rebecca VanDyke
Paul and Karen Wingert
Richard Wyatt and Gail Lauzzana

Tributes and Memorial Gifts
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Fiscal Year 2014 
Revenues
$2,777,266

66% General Fund
18% Activity-based Revenue
13% Gifts/Endowments
3% Grants

Fiscal Year 2014 
Expenses
$2,689,505

60% Salaries
18% Fringe Benefits
13% Everything Else
9% Transfers to Construction

500–999 donors, continued
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